
In protest of Donald Trump’s in-
auguration, women and men wearing 
pink hats and carrying signs with bit-
ing slogans marched through the streets 
of most major cities on Jan. 21, 2017, 
the largest march taking place in Wash-
ington D.C. with an estimated 470,000 
people in attendance. 

A year ago, I attended the corre-
sponding march in London along with 
100,000 other protesters, and the speak-
ers and signs focused on hope and per-
severance in the face of opposition, a 
mentality that carried into the rest of the 

year and inspired movements focusing 
on the rights of women and minorities. 

“The mission of Women’s March is 
to harness the political power of diverse 
women and their communities to create 
transformative social change,” states 
the official website of the women’s 
march movement. 

On Jan. 20 of this year, I attended 
the march in San Francisco, and protest-
ers were similarly empowered, yet the 
energy was different and the speakers 
focused less on coming together after 

the
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Last year’s Charlottesville rally re-
minded the United States of the linger-
ing existence of antisemitism, a form of 
prejudice which still can be seen on the 
Carmel High campus, evidenced by two 
incidents of disparaging graffiti reported 
to the administration this fall.

On one occasion, assistant principal 
Craig Tuana says, staff found a swastika 
etched into a bench on school grounds. 
On the other, after having a substitute 
teacher in his classroom, one Carmel 
High School teacher reported that the 
Nazi hate symbol was displayed via 
thumbtacks on a bulletin board. Multiple 
students have also reported seeing antise-
mitic markings in school bathroom stalls.

“There are no words strong enough 
to express the extent to which we con-

demn these actions,” CHS Principal Rick 
Lopez says. “These acts are insulting, ig-
norant, disgusting and simply unaccept-
able.”

The administration acts swiftly 
when these acts occur, Lopez explains, 
and the school holds events such as Kind-
ness Week and Breaking Down the Walls 
throughout the year to discourage all 
forms of hateful behavior in the campus 
community.

“As soon as we see it, we get it re-
moved,” Tuana explains. 

In most of these scenarios, however, 
due to the anonymity of the perpetrator, 
no disciplinary action can be taken. No 
students have been reprimanded for the 
incidents this fall, nor has there yet been 

Challenges of life in Cachagua 
strengthen community bonds 

Picture driving through a windy, 
switch-backed road enveloped in roll-
ing, wooded hills, finally reaching your 
destination just as it’s beginning to get 
dark. In a clearing is a trailer park where 
mobile homes scrunch together, each 
yard lined with old red picket fencing 
and a dirt road.

As families arrive back home from 
their day, children and parents walk the 
street, making casual conversations or 
poking their heads over fences to say 
hello. A few boys banter back and forth, 
one talking about selling his quad, the 
other fixing his dirt bike out in his yard. 

For those living in the land of Ca-
chagua, this is a typical Tuesday eve-
ning, a school night. Nearly 25 miles 
from Carmel-by-the-Sea, Cachagua 
makes for strong bonds among neigh-
bors and friends. 

Eighth grader Michael Martinez 
has lived in Cachagua all 13 years of 
his life and feels as though the atmo-
sphere within the Jensen and Prince’s 
trailer parks varies greatly from that of 
town.

“If we lived out in town, I don’t 
think we’d play out in the street and 
ride our bikes up and down the road,” 
Martinez notes. “It’d be different.”

Other than the camps, the only ad-
ditional buildings are a small general 
store, a park structure, more spacious 
housing dispersed across the land and 
the Cachagua Children’s Center. 

But the Children’s Center is much 
more than meets the eye. With the help 
of volunteers, the Center provides a 
preschool program in the morning as 
well as an afterschool program for all 
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On the first anniversary of President Trump’s inauguration, protestors gather 
throughout the city of San Francisco to advocate for women’s rights.

Maisy Bockus, 
a mid-year 
graduate, 
spends her 
first few days 
in Seville, 
Spain, by 
visiting a mini 
hedge maze 
and touring 
the Alcaraz.
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Contrary to the beliefs of some teens, students do 
not completely relinquish their constitutional rights 
at the school gates; those rights are just limited. With 
such limitations, students can find themselves tasked 
with ensuring such rights, limitations and all, are not 
infringed upon by another student, teacher or admin-
istrator.

Most students, uniformed, are left guessing what 
their rights are, and when pressed by administrators, 
they frequently fold, turning over those rights.

“I was pretty sure that [an administrator] couldn’t 
just search my phone like that, but when [the staff 
member] got more aggressive about it, I just gave in,” 
says senior Ella Sainsbury about a member of the Car-
mel High School administrative staff who Sainsbury 
says began scrolling through her text messages earlier 
this school year.

Unsure about her rights, the senior claims to have 
found herself left either standing her ground about a 
right that she couldn’t articulate or handing over her 
personal property—neither an appealing option. 

The rights Sainsbury was trying to exercise are 
those protected under the Fourth Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution, stating “the right of the people to 
be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not 
be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon prob-
able cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and par-
ticularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
persons or things to be seized.”

The search of Sainsbury’s phone was warrantless. 
Outside of school, that is consistently held to be uncon-
stitutional. Yet this search was reportedly conducted 
on school grounds by a site administrator, which blurs 
the line. While the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 1985 
that the Fourth Amendment still applies to students on 
campus, the Court also held that the school atmosphere 
requires an easing of the restriction to which searches 
by the authorities are normally subject.

According to the explanation the American Civil 
Liberties Union provides students, “Your school must 
have a reasonable suspicion that searching you will turn 
up evidence that you violated a school rule or law, and 
the way your school does its search should be reason-
able based on what is being searched for and your age.”

While its inherent purpose is to lessen the burden on 

schools to conduct searches for the safety of the cam-
pus and students, the standard still exists to maintain 
students’ protection against unreasonable searches, a 
right deemed “fundamental” by the Courts.

From a pool of 25 CHS students asked about their 
potential response to an administrator requesting to 
search their phone, some said they would hand over 
their phone, some said they would ask why their phone 
was being searched and some said it depended on who 
was asking.

CHS assistant principal Debbie Puente assures 
students that administration never searches a student’s 
phone. If a search is thought to be needed, she says the 
sheriffs take over. Fellow assistant principal Craig Tu-
ana adds that searches are conducted of CHS students’ 
phones only with student consent, but adding that in 
his previous district searches of phones were conducted 
regularly. 

2018 began with a student in Falmouth, Maine, 
questioning the constitutionality of lowering the stan-
dard to reasonable suspicion. Lobbying for school of-
ficials to apply the probable cause standard to searches 
of students, he claimed that students were attending 
school with a constant fear of being called into the of-
fice to have their person or property searched.

This student is not alone. In the case that declared 
reasonable suspicion as the standard on school grounds, 
three judges dissented. They argued that lowering the 
burden for school officials to search a student is an “un-
clear, unprecedented and unnecessary departure from 
generally applicable Fourth Amendment standards.”

“If you can’t meet a probable cause standard, 
maybe you shouldn’t be searching,” CHS social stud-
ies teacher and former U.S. Attorney Bill Schrier says. 
“Not only that, but it’s school administrators—they’re 
not trained professionals when assessing reasonable 
suspicion. I’d rather err on the side of them not intrud-
ing on someone’s privacy. Judges make those deter-
minations, and there’s a good reason that the probable 
cause standard was established.”

While the student from Maine found it unreason-
able to search students’ cell phones and backpacks, 
some might question the constitutionality of searches 
of students’ vehicles parked on school grounds, areas 
Carmel High says will be searched, according to the 
CHS Student Code of Conduct.
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Antisemitic 
vandalism
CONT. FROM 1

a school-wide discus-
sion.

According to sev-
eral Jewish students at 
CHS, these occurrenc-
es are not uncommon. 

“I’ve had people throw coins at my feet to see if I 
will try to pick them up,” says senior Rachael Carroll, 
a Jewish student at CHS. “In middle school, someone 
etched a swastika into my locker.”

While there are a handful of reported events on 
campus, others say the community as a whole has been 
one of inclusivity and acceptance.

“I am happy to share we have had very little anti-
semitism in our community in recent years,” says Rab-
bi Bruce Greenbaum of the Congregation Beth Israel 
in Carmel Valley.

Still, students say that jokes and rude remarks 
about Jewish people are the most prevalent form of 
campus antisemitism. Some Jewish students note that 
because of the frequency with which these statements 
are uttered, the vast majority of these comments go un-
reported to faculty. 

“Sadly, I have to admit that I hear antisemitism 
weekly, if not more,” sophomore Elon Hornik says.

While students do not view most of these com-
ments as a staunch expression of hate, the mockery can 
create an atmosphere of nonacceptance.

“I feel uncomfortable all the time,” Carroll says 

about hearing antisemitic remarks. “You just have to 
laugh it off.”

The extremity and commonality of these com-
ments blur the line between flippant comedy and big-
otry, no matter the intentions of the speaker.

“I would like to think that there is no malice,” one 
Jewish student says, “but when you have people draw-
ing swastikas in the bathroom stalls or saluting the way 
Germans did when greeting Hitler, it starts to cross the 
line.”

In order to prevent these actions, assistant princi-
pals Tuana and Debbie Puente intend to speak to class-
es about the broader subject of bullying from Feb. 5 
through Feb. 16 in students’ English classes, including 
in their presentation more specific information about 
this strain of prejudice.

“In the fall, we went into classes and talked, but 
this time we’re going to revisit and talk about [this kind 
of] insensitivity,” Tuana says. “It’s just unacceptable.”

The history of the plight of the Jewish people is 
woven into the Carmel Unified School District cur-
riculum, starting as far back as seventh grade. The first 
exposure to the topic is through the novel “Daniel’s 
Story,” a fictional recounting of a young boy’s experi-
ence in Nazi Germany. After finishing the novel, that 
unit is capped off by a viewing of the 2008 film, “The 
Boy in the Striped Pajamas.”

In high school, CHS sophomores read Elie Wiesel’s 
“Night,” in English II Honors. At the end of the school 

year, AP World History teacher Brent Silva shows his 
sophomore students the 1993 film “Schindler’s List.” 
French teacher Suzanne Marden selects some reading 
materials and films that focus on the Nazi occupation 
of France for higher-level classes. 

“The teaching of ‘Night’ in the classroom is essen-
tial because it is primary source material of what hap-
pened in the Holocaust,” English teacher Dale DePala-
tis says. “Especially in our current day and age where 
news is being fabricated about all those things, it is ex-
tremely important that we remember what really hap-
pened so we can avoid doing that sort of thing again.”

While these works are meant to shine light on 
the struggles that Jews have faced throughout history, 
some students use it as a conduit to continue the trend 
of insensitivity.

“Normally when the history classes are studying 
something to do with Judaism, I tend to hear a rise in 
inappropriate commentary,” one junior says.

The Congregation Beth Israel in Carmel Valley of-
fers support and education about the history of oppres-
sion over the course of human history. Through events 
such as the Jewish Film Festival and Jewish Food Fes-
tival, the congregation informs the general public about 
Jewish history and culture.

CBI is also part of the North American Federation 
of Temple Youth, and one resource the international or-
ganization provides is a curriculum that examines both 
historical and present forms of antisemitism.

One course, two different teachers, 
two different teaching styles…and an 
identical pass rate. In AP Literature, one 
of the most difficult courses at Carmel 
High School, this feat is a reality.

Taught by both Barbara Steinberg 
and Pat Robel, the course is often cited 
by both students and the teachers them-
selves as heavily differing depending on 
which class a student ends up in, even 
if the same general guidelines are met. 
In AP Literature, much leeway is given 
to those teaching this course as to what 
their students read and how they learn, so 
long as the same ideas are being learned.

“I think there needs to be enough 
room for individual development as 
long as you’re meeting the standards of 
the curriculum, or in the case of an AP 
course, you’re meeting the standards of 
the College Board,” Steinberg empha-
sizes. “As long as the students are get-
ting a challenge, there’s no issue.”

While sharing both common curric-
ulum and a common goal, many teachers 
find unique ways to teach any number of 
subjects, including the amount of home-
work assigned, the time spent lecturing 
or even the use of particular textbooks. 
However, this individuality potentially 
comes at the risk of losing alignment. 

Two types of alignment are com-
monly referred to in public education: 

vertical alignment and horizontal align-
ment. Vertical alignment focuses on how 
a student learns skills in class to equip 
them with knowledge for the next course 
they’ll take within that subject, whereas 
horizontal alignment refers to the align-
ment of courses at the same grade level, 
in essence assuring that students of the 
same grade level are developing the 
same skills, even with different teachers.

In lieu of such alignment, English 
teacher Hans Schmidt argues that impor-
tance lies in teaching to passion, rather 
than one specific way.

“I think it’s really important for 
teachers to teach what they’re passion-
ate about,” remarks Schmidt, who bases 
his curriculum more heavily on writing 
than some teachers in his field, express-
ing that academic alignment may not be 
a necessity and could be detrimental for. 

As students progress through the 
grade levels, far more College Board-de-
signed Advanced Placement courses are 
offered, and differences in class goals 
diminish. Barring the lockstep standards 
of these classes, many variations of aca-
demic content can cause classes to differ. 

Vertical alignment, on the other 
hand, has proven difficult when con-
secutive courses may be unrelated, even 
if they are categorized under the same 
concept. This is the case for Social Stud-
ies, which consists of four accelerated 
courses—two history courses, AP World 

History and AP U.S. History, and two 
political/geographical courses, AP Hu-
man Geography and AP Government 
and Politics. 

AP Government and Politics teacher 
Bill Schrier remarks that social studies 
courses are often inconsistent and that 
preparation may not always be linear. 

“AP World and AP U.S. History are 
very similar because the College Board 
created them that way,” Schrier remarks. 
“They are not making any effort that I 
know of to make AP Human Geogra-
phy or AP Government and Politics like 
those courses.”

Schrier particularly notes that this 
may be because AP Human Geography 
and AP Government and Politics are not 
history classes, though still fall into the 
realm of social studies. 

“I think students sometimes forget 
that, and then assume they’re taking his-
tory because they’re in social studies, but 
it’s not true,” Schrier says. “The prepa-
ration you get in AP Human Geography 
is the level of rigor, but it’s not teaching 
you how to study history.”

In terms of standards, Next Gen-
eration Science Standards coach Jason 
Maas-Baldwin notes that the connec-
tions among science courses have been 
strengthened through the new standards 
and that the primary function of NGSS 
is to involve more geocentric concepts 
into existing courses, helping align sci-

ence courses. 
“There should be an overarching 

environmental or Earth sciences theme 
throughout the courses,” Maas-Baldwin 
says. “We decided to take our existing 
courses and sort of fuse the environmen-
tal and Earth science ideas into them.”

Despite standards regulating that 
Earth sciences be implemented, Chemis-
try teacher Dr. Curtis Smith reveals that, 
when formulating his syllabus, he makes 
an attempt to combine pre-existing stan-
dards with NGSS standards in order to 
balance the education students receive. 
According to Smith, this is in part due to 
students seeking to enter the AP Chemis-
try course, a class taught under the regu-
lations of the College Board as opposed 
to the NGSS standards. 

Smith expresses that the disconnect 
between the standards of the College 
Board in AP Chemistry and of those for 
NGSS Chemistry are radically different 
and may cause difficulty for students 
taught under the NGSS standards. 

Maas-Baldwin looks positively on 
the changes, noting that the changes re-
flect a shift from rote memorization to 
practical application of science in class.

Though teachers within the same 
field may have the same regulations, 
variations in style can often help teach-
ers teach more to what they are passion-
ate about and in turn positively impact 
the students. 

Educators prefer teaching to passion over lockstep alignment 
EDUCATION

BY KYLIE YEATMAN

“It’s important for all teachers 
to be on the same track, but we 
don’t need to all be teaching the 
same thing at the same time.” 

“The way you review certain things 
will always be different, as long as 
you’re following the template from 
the College Board.”

“It’s important for Spanish 
teachers to follow the same 
curriculum because middle school 
Spanish classes can count towards 
high school credit.”

Kevin Buran
science 

Brent Silva
social studies 

Tricia Bean 
Spanish 

Do you feel that 
academic 
alignment is 
necessary?



After four years at CHS, senior 
Olivia Myers estimates that she knows 
about one-third of the people in her se-
nior class—this in contrast to being fa-
miliar with her entire All Saints’ Day 
School promoting eighth grade class 
of 21 students, most of whom attended 
school together for nine years. 

Myers and other students with ex-
posure to both private and public schools 
acknowledge that smaller student bod-
ies—compare York’s 225 students, 
Catalina’s 233 and All Saints’ 175 to 
Carmel’s 856—can result in a vastly dif-
ferent environment both in and out of the 
classroom.

“You saw everybody almost every 
single period, every single day,” says 
Myers’ brother, freshman Ivor Myers. 
“So you either made really good friend-
ships or really great enemies.” He laughs. 
“I never really had enemies, though.”

The Myers siblings had almost op-
posite experiences upon transferring 
from a school with an average of 20 stu-
dents per grade to one with more than 
200 per grade. Ivor notes that almost his 
entire group of friends came to CHS to-
gether, making the transition more com-
fortable. He also knew Carmel students 
from sports and other activities outside 
school.

“I had a really different transition 
than Ivor did,” Olivia says. “Mine was 
a lot rougher. But we also have different 
personalities. I was a lot more shy.”

CHS senior Joe Johnsson, who 
also attended All Saints’, describes 
how everyone in his grade had to take 
the same classes and therefore had the 
same schedule. The only exception was 
a choice of foreign language. His French 
class had only four students.

“Because it is so small, we all do 
mostly get along,” says junior Sammy 
Smock, who transferred to York School 
from Carmel Unified. “There is a thing 
where people are like ‘Oh, you’re fight-
ing with so-and-so?’ and you’re like 
‘Yeah, but it’ll be fine. We go to York, 
we have to make up sometime.’”

CHS junior Caitlyn Giannini at-
tended Santa Catalina School her fresh-
man and sophomore years and never had 
a class larger than 15 people. She found 
Carmel’s social dynamic to be differ-
ent than Catalina’s in several regards: 
Beyond the factor of attending a coed 
versus all-girls school, she asserts that 
the larger school allows her to come into 
contact with people of more varied inter-
ests and backgrounds.

Interestingly, Smock experienced 
the same phenomenon—the opportu-
nity to meet people from different social 
groups—as a result of York’s smaller 
classes: “People that, at public school, 
would be in a completely different social 
circle or completely different activities, 
you can be friends with them and spend 
time with them.”

However, she notes that the close-
knit atmosphere does not always feel 
beneficial.

“Sometimes it feels like they’re try-
ing to connect to us too much. Maybe 
you don’t want to have to tell your ad-
viser everything about your life.”

CHS senior Bryce Hodges spent 
three and a half years at York and be-
lieves the less-connected community at 
Carmel can be a good thing. 

“There’s not a lot of stress about 
pleasing everybody,” Hodges says. 
“You’ve got your circle, and they’ve 
got their circle, and everybody’s happy 
about that.”

Smock and Ivor Myers both explain 
that although many students at York and 
All Saints’ participate in extracurricu-
lar sports, fewer students means fewer 
sports options, as there aren’t enough 
people to fill a wide variety of teams. 
Myers notes that this sometimes affects 
the strength of a particular team.

“You couldn’t come out with a big 
group of people to choose from for a cer-
tain team,” he says. “You kinda had to 
work with what you had.” 

Academically, many students 
switching from private to public schools 
experience a smooth transition. Johns-
son describes how academic habits from 
All Saints’ made his freshman year easi-
er than expected.

“I was amazed. I was like, ‘High 
school can’t be like this,’” Johnsson 
says. “The standards that they hold you 
to at All Saints’ are standards that will 
put you ahead of the game here.” 

CHS junior Chloe Bernal, who at-
tended Catalina for 10 years, agrees. 

She says that her Carmel honors classes 
are equivalent to regular classes at SCS. 
Smock attributes this to the fact that 
smaller classes allow for more individu-
alized education and one-on-one time 
with teachers. 

This more personalized approach 
often lets students reap benefits in terms 
of academic achievement, but they re-
port that it can create greater pressure 
and raised stress levels. Fewer students 
means there’s more importance placed 
on each student’s individual perfor-
mance. 

Morgan Hill junior Chloe Obolen-
sky spent her freshman year at Catalina 
and maintains that the academic transi-
tion from CMS to a school where aca-
demics were taken more seriously was 
difficult for her. She cites high academic 
pressure as the main reason she left the 
private school system.

“I felt the pressure to be better than 
everyone, when I couldn’t,” Obolensky 
says, “and it was really hard.” 

Giannini indicates that she finds 
Carmel’s academics to be still reward-
ing, but less stressful, than those at her 
previous school.

“I feel like I’m still getting a really 
good education, and I’m being taught 
well and thoroughly, but the stress for 
me isn’t as constant or overwhelming,” 
Giannini says. “It’s just a better bal-
ance.”
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Student experiences vary at CHS versus private schools 
STUDENTS

BY SOPHIA BURAGLIO

What is the biggest difference between attending a public school and attending a private school?

Bryce Hodges 
senior

Chloe Bernal 
junior

Joe Johnsson 
senior

Olivia Myer
senior

“The admin seems to be 
more present at York.”

“Probably the uniform 
thing. That’s not really that 
big of a deal, but I like not 
having a uniform.”

“What people will hold 
you accountable to. The 
[private school] commu-
nity’s so small that every-
one sees what everyone’s 
doing, so everyone holds 
each other accountable, 
but here it’s a bigger sea.”

“I suppose the class sizing 
was the biggest 
difference.”

Contact us at 
sandpiper@carmelunified.org

Want to run an add 
in the Sandpiper?
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Jacey Vickrey didn’t graduate Car-
mel High early to join the workforce or 
travel far and wide—she left high school 
in order to enroll in cosmetology school. 

“I was very over high school and 
wanted to get on with my life,” Vickrey 
says. “I hated walking into school and 
being very unhappy every day, especial-
ly when I knew what I wanted to do.”

So when 2018’s first semester 
ended, Vickrey packed her things and 
moved to San Jose, where she began an 
esthetics program at Paul Mitchell Cos-
metology School, studying everything 
from makeup application to skincare to 
waxing.  

Vickrey is just one of seven seniors 
who decided to graduate following the 
first semester, something previously 
uncommon at CHS. A number of addi-
tional seniors considered the possibility, 
but stayed in school for one reason or 
another. 

“In past years, we’ve had one [se-
nior graduate early] or none at all,” aca-
demic counselor Alison Francis says. 

A common reason for avoiding the 
plague of senioritis is to enter what par-
ents and teachers call the “real world,” 
whether that be travelling, working, or a 
little bit of both. 

After completing her first year of 
high school and hating it, former senior 
Kimiya Yavari decided to graduate early 
and planned her schedule accordingly 

for five semesters, 
taking Advanced 
Placement and 
Monterey Peninsu-
la College courses. 

“The main 
reason I decided 
to graduate early 
is because I love 
learning,” Yavari 
says. “I took sev-
eral classes that 
seemed relevant in 
the moment, but 
when I look back, 
I see how little it 
contributed to my 
overall educational 
experience.”

Yavari is now 
enrolled in an anat-
omy and psychol-
ogy class at MPC 
which, unlike the 
classes offered at 
CHS, allow her 
to earn college 
credit. She’s also 
working four to 
five days a week 
at two Carmel res-
taurants, Dametra and Portabella, and 
has increased her volunteer hours at the 
Community Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula. 

“I’m actually fulfilling all of the 
hours in my day and working toward my 

desired future,” Yavari says. 
Twins Maisy and Madison Bockus, 

who also decided to skip out on sec-
ond semester, have a more exotic plan. 
Maisy flew to Seville, Spain on Jan. 17, 
through a program run by the Council 
on International Educational Exchange. 

She will live with a host fam-
ily till April, strengthening her 
Spanish while taking classes 
at a local language institute. 
Madison will be making a trip 
to South America on Feb. 12 to 
the Patagonia regions of Chile 
for two months, where she’ll 
be working with children, and 
Cuba for a month, where she’ll 
be shadowing doctors. 

“We decided to graduate 
early in order to supplement 
an amazing education at CHS 
with a very different education 
by independently traveling the 
world,” Madison says. “It is 
very different things to raise 
money, train and plan for your 
own trip than to vacation with 
your family, and I feel as if, 
even before departing, I have 
learned quite a few valuable 
lessons along the way.” 

(The twins have created a 
blog aimed to document their 
adventures abroad that can 
be viewed at bockustwins.
blogspot.com.)

Although finishing high 
school early seems blissful, all 
of these students had to take 
on an extra load (or two) to do 
so. Because Yavari knew after 
freshman year that she wanted 
to graduate early, she enrolled 
in an MPC class as a junior 
in order to acquire the credits 
needed to graduate. Vickrey, 
on the other hand, didn’t de-
cide till junior year, and thus 
forced herself to take an eight-
class load last semester. 

Natalie Lobo considered 
graduating early all too late, 
and although she’s accumu-

lated more than 30 credits from MPC 
through her dance productions, she was 
unable to transfer them smoothly, forc-
ing her to follow through with a second 
semester at CHS. 

“I feel like the classes for senior 
year have a lot of busy work incorporat-
ed in them,” Lobo says. “The homework 
is a lot of memorization and things I just 
learn and dump.”  

Lobo says she still wishes she could 
focus more on dance, something she al-
ready does five to six hours a day, and 
take classes at MPC that interest her 
instead of the five classes she currently 
takes at CHS. 

Marc Del Toro also considered 
graduating early, but decided to stick 
around Carmel High, not because of a 
problem with credits, but because of 
his involvement in photography and the 
CHS mock trial team. Del Toro credits 
Photography teacher Holly Lederle, who 
provides him with materials and access 
to CHS’ dark room, as a strong reason 
for why he stayed. 

“My goal is to become a photogra-
pher, so all of this helps out my photog-
raphy more than leaving would have,” 
Del Toro says. 

After participating in the Empire 
New York Mock Trial Tournament and 
getting involved with the next case, Del 
Toro felt an obligation to stick with the 
team. 

“We have our competition soon, so 
that’s going to be exciting, and I’m glad 
I stayed to finish that,” Del Toro adds. 

Graduating early seems to be an at-
tractive option for students who want to 
travel or begin training in a specific field 
whether they plan to attend college or 
not. 

Francis speculates, “Maybe [gradu-
ating early] becomes more popular as 
juniors see some of the seniors do this, 
and they might want to seek out oppor-
tunities like that.”

Trend or outlier? Seniors graduate early, explore unorthodox options
STUDENTS

BY JULIA SUDOL 

Maisy Bockus takes a day trip to Cordoba, Spain, where she explores the cobblestone 
streets and rolling valleys of the city.

Early graduate Jacey Vickrey participates in a fashion show at the Paul Mitchell Cosmetology School 
in January.

courtesy of JACEY VICKREY

courtesy of MAISY BOCKUS  
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For Cachagua’s Jensen Camp, it is not uncommon for teenagers to spend their time riding their dirt bikes or 
quads after they get home from school.

photo by AVERY CRIPE 

Cachagua community
CONT. FROM 1

grades offered nightly until 6 p.m. 
Vicki Briesacker, the current site director of the 

Center, has a long history in child development and 
care. 

“This is my tenth year at the center. The past nine 
years before I came here, I worked at Apple Pie Pre-
school in Big Sur,” Briesacker says. “Two years before 
that, I started at Carmel Child Development Center as a 
preschool teacher. I’ve worked at all the child develop-
ment programs in the school district.”

The Cachagua Children’s Center makes an effort 
to provide opportunities to students that are typically 
unable to receive due to their location, economic status 
or language barrier. They provide Wi-Fi, after-school 
snacks, access to their playgrounds, and a place for 
children to spend their time in a positive environment.

“A lot has to do with the distance and access to 
tutoring,” Briesacker notes regarding the difficulties 
students face. “Part of it has to do with English as a 
second language. Sometimes the students need extra 
help from English speakers because their parents can’t 
help them at all.”

The lack of internet service has proven to be an 
issue in years prior, with families just beginning to get 
Wi-Fi in their homes recently, Briesacker reveals.

When students finally arrive at the center after 
a grueling hour-and-a-half ride on the bumpy school 
bus, they are warmly greeted at the door by Briesacker. 
Groups form on the playground; a few younger girls 
cluster on the top of the slide and whisper to one an-
other. A gang of boisterous middle school boys eagerly 
debate how the community park will spend its mon-
ey—a baseball field or a BMX track? After a while, 
Vicki Briesacker calls in the reluctant children for their 
homework hour. When the program lets out, students 
stroll home through the dusty streets with the last rays 
of afternoon sun fading into twilight.

As students grow older, the challenges of living 
so far from town are amplified. Many find it hard to 
participate in extracurricular activities and sports since 
they spend roughly three hours a day on the bus.

“I run track, but I think a lot of students from 
Cachagua don’t play sports partly because of the dis-
tance,” junior Luke Danzer explains. “But most of it 
is their motivation. It’s difficult to commute back and 
forth. I have to take the late bus every day.”

The distance also makes it difficult for students to 
access extra help from school. Potentially this can lead 
to falling behind in class, which is what the Center tries 
to diminish in their afterschool program. 

From the bus rides, afterschool time and close 
proximity with neighbors, students from Cachagua find 
they have much more in common with those within 
their community than from anywhere else.

“There’s just a social connection here,” Danzer 
says. “It’s also very environmental—we’re out here 
immersed in nature.”

Hand-in-hand with the difficulties of living in Ca-
chagua is the unparalleled natural beauty of the open 
land. The Cachagua life is graced with solitude and 
wilderness, which gives students unique connections 
between one another and nature.

“This is a very tight-knit community,” Briesacker 
adds. “They’re strongly bonded through families and 
their children. All the students get along extremely well 
and love being around each other.” 

Sixteen-year-old resident Luis Martinez, who cur-
rently attends Carmel Valley High School, has spent 
his entire life in Cachagua and explains that this sense 
of community is all he knows. 

“We always help each other out,” Martinez says. 
“When there are fires, we band together. Whenever 

anyone needs anything really.” 
To keep students active and busy throughout the 

summer, the Cachagua Children’s Center held a two-
week enrichment program in 2017 for kindergartners 
through middle schoolers. The Center relied on the 
program to be run primarily by volunteers, according 
to director Tess Arthur, who ran the program through-
out the summer and has also worked as head of the 
advisory group for the Friends of Cachagua Children’s 
board for almost two years.

“We incorporated three elements: We had a sta-
tion of academics, a station of enrichment and one of 
recreation,” Arthur explains. She also notes that they 
received a daily attendance of roughly 30 students.

Through the program, Arthur became closer with 
the children as well as with their families. They took 
numerous field trips to locations such as Carmel Beach 
and Palo Corona State Park, and the program was able 
to provide activities that most of the students wouldn’t 
have been able to experience otherwise.

“I think the program brought the kids together 
even more,” Arthur adds. “They saw each other every 
day and interacted with different age groups.”

While many aspects of life in Cachagua can be 
challenging, it’s clear that the younger generation of 
the community are a resilient and inspiring group. 

Carmel Plaza construction to be finished by end of March 
BUSINESS 

BY PRISCILLA CABALLERO

While 2018 began with custom-
ers coming and going looking for new 
clothes, delicious food and last-minute 
gifts, shoppers who entered the Carm-
el Plaza were surprised to find caution 
signs as a result of the construction cur-
rently under way.  

Renovations began last year with 
the initial idea of constructing public 
restrooms, according to Carmel Plaza 
general manager Gayle Speare, who es-
timates that the finishing touches will be 
completed by the end of March. 

“I think it’s great, personally,” Kate 
Spade manager Gabs Zamora says. “It’s 
always good for a little update, and it’s 
definitely going to modernize what the 
mall looks like because some of the 
things end up being a little weathered, 
especially being so close to the ocean.”  

Despite positive changes brought 
by the construction, Khaki’s Clothier 
of Carmel owner Jim Ockert speculates 
that it could become irritating to some 
surrounding stores. 

“The improvement is just over the 
top,” Ockert says. “They completely re-
modeled the inside. They have tried to 

work as close as they could with us, but 
at times there is some noise.” 

Even so, Ockert still believes they 
have done a good job modernizing the 
plaza. 

“It’s a lot cleaner and more friendly 
to customers,” Ockert adds.

In addition to public restrooms, the 
renovations have introduced new loca-
tions including The Dog House, Hahn 
and Blair tasting rooms, Carmel Honey 
Company and the Carmel Chamber of 
Commerce.

“We have been around for six 
weeks,” The Dog House manager Jim 
Hiwood tells. “They were working on 
the construction and got it done right be-
fore Christmas. The four fire pits have 
really improved the way people can 
hang out and have coffee by the fire.”

Carmel Visitor Center worker Cin-
dy Hodges echoes this idea, commenting 
positively on the additions of new seat-
ing.

“I think it’s really going to be invit-
ing for people to come, and husbands 

can sit while their wives shop,” Hodges 
says.

One more surprise coming later 
this year is the addition of popular band 
Summer Live Music, who Speare says 
will return in the summer.

The improvements are taking place 
in the courtyard with new stone staircas-
es, stone-clad planters, fire pits, comfort-
able furnishings and wrought iron rails. 
Colorwise, the center is more upscale 
and the new courtyard’s design removed 
a lot of visual clutter but restored the 
building’s original design.   

“So far, this is a wonderful change 
for Carmel Plaza, the community, the 
visitors and our businesses,” Speare 
says. “We’ve had very positive feedback 
throughout the holiday season, even 
though we still had work to complete. 
It’s very gratifying to hear such positive 
comments.” 

The shopping center continues to be 
open for business Monday through Sun-
day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

photo by MARTHA TORRES 
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On Jan. 1, California’s minimum 
wage was raised by 50 cents to up to $11 
as part of a 2016 bill signed by Gov. Jerry 
Brown to eventually raise the state mini-
mum wage to $15 in 2023. This change 
is a welcome bonus to many working 
Carmel High students, but it also marks 
hard times for businesses throughout the 
Monterey Peninsula and California. 

“After you get a job and start to earn 
money, you start to learn that money is 

pretty important and that every little bit 
counts. So 50 cents, I don’t think that at 
first it’ll change anything,” says junior 
Salvador Perez, who works at Lucky 
Supermarkets. “But maybe in the long 
run…I could use [that money] to my ad-
vantage.”`

According to the Living Wage Cal-
culator from Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, the most recent change 
only brings one demographic bracket 
for Monterey County up into the living 
wage category; however, as the mini-

mum wage continues to climb in the 
years to come, more of those standards 
will be met. 

“I know for a lot of my colleagues 
it’s going to be a life-saver,” says junior 
Erik Avelino, who works for the State 
Park Service in Point Lobos. “Making 
minimum wage does hurt, especially in 
this housing market.”

Although this change arguably 
helps workers, it places an increasing 
amount of pressure on business owners 
who now must raise prices or otherwise 

compensate for the new demands. 
“I think it’s going to make get-

ting a job that much more competi-
tive…because businesses are going 
to feel it for a little while,” Avelino 
says. “[I might] not get laid off, but 
some people will.”

With this pressure on busi-
nesses in mind, the bill mandated 
that for businesses with 25 or fewer 
employees the minimum wage be 
$10.50 rather than $11 for busi-
nesses with more than 25 employ-
ees, and the minimum wage will 
scale upward by $1 until both hit 
$15. 

One local business owner says 
in response to the change, “We’re 
going to eventually have to raise 
prices, and we’re gonna have to 
mechanize. I’m thinking of one 
[machine] right now—it will let 
three people go.”

Solutions available to business 
owners include raising prices, fir-

ing workers and automating low-skill 
jobs such as operating cash registers 
or working on an assembly line. Jeff 
Clemens, an economist at the Univer-
sity of California, San Diego, conducted 
research studies in 2014 and 2015. He 
concluded that minimum wage hikes be-
tween 2006 and 2010 have contributed 
to 40 percent of low-skill job losses that 
have not recovered.

When wages and prices rise simul-
taneously inflation occurs, or the dollar 
loses value because it has less purchas-
ing power than before. Opponents of 
minimum wage increases argue that if 
enough inflation occurs then the mini-
mum wage bumps will mean nothing 
because the workers have not actually 
gained any net purchasing power.  

“Poor people, the people that this is 
supposed to help, are really, really hurt 
by inflation,” the local business owner 
continues. “Gas goes up, food goes up. 
Pretty much all the money they make 
goes to pay for stuff and now all that 
stuff became more expensive.”

However, many economists agree 
that research is still ongoing and that 
minimum wage hikes do not necessarily 
result in inflation.

As a safety measure, Gov. Brown 
added a provision to the bill that, should 
the wage hikes cause economic down-
turn, the raises can be slowed or stopped, 
marking a ray of hope for business own-
ers that have a lot to lose, while still at-
tempting to help the poorest in society. 

Businesses face steep climbs over minmum wage hikes
BUSINESS

BY PETER ELLISON 

Carmel High School sports medicine teacher Jay 
Christensen resigned Nov. 30, leaving the program 
without a permanent teacher for months. Effective Jan. 
9, after having numerous substitutes for sports med, 
CHS teacher Matt Borek has returned to the sports med 
program, which he had taught for 11 years prior to his 2 
1/2 years teaching anatomy, health and biology. 

Borek’s first position teaching at CHS was as the 
sports med teacher in 2003. However, he later transi-
tioned over to teaching anatomy, health and biology. 

“Leaving sports med was the hardest thing I ever 
did,” Borek says. “Leaving sports med was a really 
hard decision. But once I got out of kind of what I had 
been doing, I really enjoyed teaching health and I was 
excited to start teaching bio.”

In regard to the resignation of the previous sports 
med teacher, CHS Principal Rick Lopez found Borek 
to be the solution even before he was transferred over 
to the sports med position officially. 

“We were fortunate because on campus we have 
Mr. Borek who was involved in the sports med program 
for many years,” Lopez says. “The impact was mitigat-
ed this first semester largely because we did have Mr. 
Borek on campus, and he did amazing things to help 
the program, to help the substitutes, to help maintain 
some consistency with curriculum and instruction.”

Borek, a 1997 CHS graduate, first found his pas-
sion for sports medicine when he took the class his se-
nior year of high school. 

“That gave me my direction,” Borek recalls. Prior 
to taking sports medicine, Borek had little idea about 
what he planned to pursue in college. 

After high school, he worked in the sports med 
room at Hartnell College and got a bachelor’s degree 
in kinesiology at Fresno State University. During his 
time at Fresno State, Borek worked all different sports 
and gained lots experience. Following this, he got an 

internship with the Fresno Grizzlies, the Triple-A affili-
ate of the San Francisco Giants. 

After graduating, Borek moved back to Carmel 
and got the job as the sports med teacher at CHS. He 
had two intro classes and an advanced class with 10 
to 15 kids when he first started. The classes started to 
grow during his 11 years teaching the class. It was a 
part time position, so during this time Borek got his 
PE, science and health credential in 2011 and got his 
masters in 2013. In 2011 and 2012, Borek took on a 
class of anatomy as well.

Borek explains that the collaborative nature of the 
science classes was enjoyable for him and that teaching 
in the sciences was exciting.

When he was teaching sports med, he 
also had a huge impact on students like 
Katelyn Wood, who attended San Diego 
State University studying kinesiology and 
joined a Pre-Physician Assistant Society. 
After graduating, Wood moved back to 
Monterey where she worked as an athletic 
trainer at a physical therapy office and in 
2012 she started a 27-month physician as-
sistant program in Arizona at A.T. Still Uni-
versity. Since graduating in 2014, she has 
been practicing as a physician assistant. 

“My sports medicine background gave 
me a leg up during my graduate educa-
tion and is still the majority of my current 
practice,” Wood says. “Borek’s sports med 
course set the foundation for my career.”

As a high school senior, Wood became 
Borek’s student trainer and joined him ev-
ery day in the training room after school. 

“Of all my high school experiences, 
this had the greatest impact,” Wood says. 
“He was a true mentor in every sense of the 
word. Borek has grown this program im-
mensely and he has influenced and educated 

countless students. I will forever be grateful of his time 
and energy in fostering my pursuit of the field.” 

“He’s really good,” CHS athletic director Golden 
Anderson comments. “He’s extremely qualified. He 
was instrumental in everything you see now.”

Another teacher has been hired from another 
school to take over Borek’s position teaching biology 
and anatomy. However, the teacher has not yet started 
in the new position, and in the meantime there is a sub-
stitute for Borek’s previous three sections of Biology 
and two sections of Anatomy.  

“Sports medicine was always my passion,” Borek 
explains. “It was hard to leave so I’m happy to come 
back.” 

Experienced Borek returns to fill sports medicine needs
CAMPUS

BY NINA PATEL 
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Last year, the people of California 
voted 57 percent in favor of their state 
to join eight others and Washington DC 
by legalizing recreational marijuana. As 
can be seen in the 42 percent of voters 
who disapproved of the change, there 
were bound to be a variety of reactions 
to the new law.

“I think legalization is a mistake,” 
says Matt Suess, a retired Navy com-
mander and parent to three current or 
former Carmel High students. “It’s an-
other step down a slippery slope of nor-
malizing self-destructive behavior.” 

While California’s legalizing mari-
juana can lead to things like pollution, 
excess water use and skyrocketing real 
estate prices for agricultural plots, most 
of the effects legalization of the drug will 
have are on the individuals that use it.

“Like alcohol and cigarettes, mari-
juana is a substance that leads to a lot of 
problems for individuals and for society, 
but enough people want to do it anyway, 
so the government is making it legal,” 
Suess explains. “And just like we have 
huge problems with alcoholism, drunk 
driving and lung cancer, legalized mar-
ijuana will present a whole new set of 
problems for us to deal with in the very 
near future.”

Others, though, see the widespread 
use of marijuana in an entirely different 
light.

“It makes no sense to try to outlaw 
marijuana any more than prohibition 
made sense for alcohol,” says retired 
syndicated journalist Peter Funt, anoth-
er parent who put two of his own kids 
through Carmel schools. “It’s just too 
common in usage, it’s just too much of a 
waste of police time to try to go after pot 
cases—there are more important things 
to worry about.”  

Although Funt personally supports 
the legalization of marijuana in Califor-
nia, like Suess, he recognizes the many 
dangers that come along with cannabis 
use. 

“I think there needs to be more con-
sideration given by the authorities to 
measuring DUIs for drugs,” Funt says. 
“We’ve made a lot of progress in evalu-
ating breath tests for alcohol, but as a 
motorist I’m worried about people who 
are high almost as much as people who 
are drunk.” 

In fact, the Highway Loss Data In-
stitute estimates that Washington State, 
Oregon and Colorado have all experi-
enced three percent more vehicle colli-
sions than they would have if they had 
not legalized marijuana, according to 
Phil Lebeau of CNBC. 

Within the scientific community, 
there is still much debate as to just how 
harmful smoking marijuana can be. For 
instance, one nation-wide survey done 
by the University of California at San 
Francisco found that marijuana smoke 
is less harmful to the lungs than tobacco 
smoke, although another study also car-
ried out by UCSF found that rats’ blood 
arteries recovered from exposure to to-
bacco smoke 300 percent faster than 
when recovering from marijuana smoke. 

“If people think marijuana smoke is 
somehow exempt from the harmful ef-
fects of tobacco and many other kinds 
of smoke, this is evidence that it is not,” 
said Matthew Springer, a professor of 
medicine in the division of cardiology at 
UCSF, in an interview with CBS News’ 
Dennis Thompson. 

Studies like these that expose the 
possibly harmful effects of marijuana 
do not exactly represent the views of the 
country as a whole, though, as a recent 
study from Yahoo News/Marist Poll 
published in October found, parents are 
more worried that their children will 
start smoking than using marijuana. 

According to the same poll, 56 per-
cent of Americans think that smoking 
marijuana is socially acceptable, an idea 
that is shared by some teachers at CHS. 

“I don’t mind talking about mari-
juana, and I never have shied away 
from talking about it,” Carmel English 
teacher Whitney Grummon says. “Since 
the ‘80s, I have believed that marijuana 
should be legal.” 

In the 1980s, only 15-25 percent of 
Americans favored legalizing marijua-
na, although that number has changed 
drastically over the last 30-some years, 
as now 61 percent of Americans favor 
legalizing marijuana according to the 
Pew Research Center. 

Students too feel that the stigma that 
surrounds the drug in some places may 
not be present on campus.

“I think there’s surprisingly little ta-
boo around the topic, especially around 
peers” CHS senior Filip Zacek says. “I’d 
definitely be comfortable talking about it 

What does Carmel really think about marijuana?
COMMUNITY

BY IAN GEERTSEN

As students, teachers and readers alike look back 
on a thrilling and eventful 2017, we can only hope that 
2018 will bring us even more incredible things. From 
head transplants to midterm elections, here are five 
things we can all look forward to in 2018: 

Oprah for Pres? 
Recent talk after the Golden Globes suggests that 

one of the most influential women on the planet could 
run for president. Oprah has since denied such rumors, 
but two of her close confidants reported to CNN re-
cently that she was “actively considering” a shot at 
the 2020 election. The left-leaning polling firm Public 
Policy Polling surveyed voters and found that Winfrey 
would lead Trump in a hypothetical 2020 matchup 47 
percent to 40 percent. While only rumors are floating 

around, an announcement from Oprah for a bid in the 
next presidential election would shock the world.

Midterm Elections 
Every seat in the House of Representatives will be 

up for grabs, as well as 33 seats in the Senate. This 
year’s midterm elections could be quite a big deal for 
politics in America. The Republican Party is looking to 
secure seats in both the House and the Senate, and the 
Democratic Party looks to gain control of the legisla-
tive branch. In every single election since the Civil War, 
the president’s party has lost on average 32 seats in the 
House and two in the Senate in midterm elections. In 
2018, the Democratic Party needs only 24 seats to gain 
control of the House and two to take the Senate. 

Five things to look forward to in 2018
BY MILES PREKOSKI

GLOBAL 

 “It depends. If it’s noticeable or impending their 
teaching ability I might tell someone, but if they 
just had it with them and didn’t smoke it, I wouldn’t 
be bothered.”

“I would think that it’s unprofessional for them to 
tell me, but I wouldn’t report it.”

 “Well honestly I would not be surprised, and 
as it is legal now I wouldn’t be opposed to a 
teacher smoking.”

Maxton Michie 
junior

Shannon Finnigan 
senior

William Tucker 
senior

If teachers told you that they had smoked or were 
smoking marijuana, what would your reaction be?

with a teacher.” 
Zacek’s view is not shared by every-

one at CHS: Many students remain un-
comfortable discussing the topic. Those 
who look at the situation from the eyes 
of the federal government, though, think 
that marijuana might not be as protected 
as some might think. 

“Yes it’s become legal under Cali-
fornia law, but it’s not legal under feder-
al law,” social studies teacher Bill Schri-
er says. “And like it or not, that means 
anybody who uses it is still committing 
a federal crime.”

Under the Controlled Substances 
Act, marijuana is still illegal in the US, 
and as the Supreme Court ruled in Al-
tria Group v. Good, state law is always 
trumped by federal law when they come 
into conflict. 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions has 
been very vocal in his opposition against 
marijuana. 

“Good people don’t smoke marijua-
na,” said Sessions, according to News-
week’s Tim Marcin. “Marijuana is not 
the kind of thing that ought to be legal-
ized.”

James Delehanty 
senior

“I would be really conflicted because all of the 
messages given us by the school are that we 
aren’t supposed to use illicit substances, but 
also, because I’m exposed to so much of it 
around my school are around the community, it 
wouldn’t change how I think about that teacher.”  

photo by LAWRENCE JACKSON 
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When the ball dropped at midnight 
and the new year ensued, the distribu-
tion of recreational marijuana became 
officially legal in the Golden State. 

One need look no further for evi-
dence of the legislation taking effect 
than Carmel Rancho Shopping Center, 
where Aram Stoney and John DeFloria’s 
Big Sur Canna+Botanicals began selling 
over-the-counter products on Jan. 5. 

The store has operated since Oc-
tober 2017, offering, as stated by the 
business’ website, “a safe, legal, and 
natural alternative to traditional western 
pharmaceuticals.” After serving only 
medical marijuana patients for the first 
few months, the locally-owned brick-
and-mortar shop has emerged among the 
first of its kind in the Carmel area as a 
location where customers may purchase 
recreational cannabis products.

There are, of course, many rules 
and guidelines associated with the legal-
ization of recreational marijuana sales. 
Proposition 64’s passing permits adults 
21 and up to buy one ounce of cannabis 
per day, per PolitiFact California. Buy-
ers must show a valid I.D. and driver’s 
license, and will most likely require 
cash, for the vast majority of dispensa-
ries do not accept checks or credit cards. 
This is because, at the federal level, use 
of non-medicinal marijuana remains il-
legal, and most banks are federally in-
sured. Additionally, stores may not sell 
between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.

On top of all this, while marijuana 
may now be legal, it certainly won’t be 
cheap. According to Civilized, all rec-
reational purchases will include a state 
excise and cultivation tax, on top of a lo-
cal sales tax of 7.75%. Before Jan. 1, a 
$50 eighth-ounce of a typical marijuana 
strain cost $53.88 after taxes. Now, the 
same strand costs an estimated $61.93 

total.
“They are taxing it on pretty much 

every level,” Stoney told the Carmel 
Pine Cone. “It’s not that we’re raising 
prices—they’re going up because you’re 
paying new taxes.”

And so, the pressing question re-
mains: How will the community take 

to the new legislation and subsequent 
normalization of the use of marijuana? 
Will the stigma surrounding use of the 
Schedule-I drug diminish, and become 
comparable to, say, drinking alcohol? 
Will the subject continue to be taboo, 
with proprietors of small businesses un-
able to comfortably discuss their occu-

pations in daily conversation?
Eric Morton, a Carmelite and gradu-

ate of CHS, spent a year and a half work-
ing at Monterey Bay Alternative Medi-
cine, a medical cannabis dispensary in 
Del Rey Oaks. 

“I’ve seen a few faces fall when I 
told them the kind of shop I worked at, 
and I’ve had at least one neighbor stop 
being so pleasant when we pass, but I’ve 
never gotten real flak from my family or 
friends, I’m happy to say,” Morton de-
scribes. “I think the most important thing 
that needs to happen is for the DEA to 
stop categorizing cannabis as a Sched-
ule I substance. If you want to disregard 
the medicinal benefits it’s been shown to 
have, the very thought of it being some-
how worse than opioids is asinine.”

IT manager and soon-to-be Seaside 
dispensary owner Cary Stiebel has had 
an even more positive experience. 

“I see [the stigma] changing al-
ready,” Stiebel says. “It’s amazing how 
the social movement is transforming. 
Lots of positive energy, people who are 
normally conservative-minded starting 
to change their ideas. I think, lately, I’ve 
been getting nothing but positive looks 
when I describe what I do. People look 
at me and my colleagues as entrepre-
neurs and risk-takers. I think they’re as 
excited as we are.”

Whatever one’s position on the new 
legislation may be, a change may be on 
the horizon with regard to the way mari-
juana is treated, considered and spoken 
of in society. People in the industry are 
enthusiastic and forward-looking, and it 
remains to be seen what will become of 
the perhaps not-so-heinous leaf as the 
year progresses.

“I’m excited about the decriminal-
ization of this plant, and the effects it’s 
had on the medical industry are undeni-
able,” Stiebel says. “I see nothing but 
opportunity for the future industries.”

California cannabis legislation reaches local community
BUSINESS 

BY SCOTT MCMAHON

The inventory of Big Sur Canna+Botanicals, Carmel’s newest dispensary, holds 
a large variety of cannabis products.

courtesy of BIG SUR CANNA+BOTANICALS

5 things for 2018
CONT. FROM 8

Women Driving in Saudi Arabia
Huge pushes toward women’s rights were made in 

2017, and 2018 will prove no different. Women will be 
able to drive in Saudi Arabia as of June 2018, ending 
the longstanding policy symbolizing oppression in one 
of the most conservative kingdoms in the world.

World’s First Head Transplant?
Dr. Sergio Canavero, an Italian surgeon, claims 

that 2018 will be the year of the world’s first head 
transplant. A 30-year-old Russian man, Valery Spiri-
donov, has volunteered for the procedure, hoping to 
live a better life. Spiridonov has Werdnig-Hoffmann 
disease, a rare genetic disorder that causes muscles to 
waste away and motor neurons to die.  The procedure 
was set for December, but was recently pushed back to 
2018. This transplant could be a major advancement in 
the medical world. 

Citizens on the Moon?
Startups are saying this will be the year normal 

people will step foot on the moon. Moon Express, a 
Silicon Valley startup, was quoted in an NBC inter-
view saying that they will “definitely” land a craft on 
the moon this year. Other companies like SpaceX claim 
that they will land ordinary people on the moon this 
year as well. Not a single person has walked on the 
moon since 1972, when the three-man crew of Apollo 
17 concluded NASA’s Apollo missions. This could be 
a historic year for space.
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Trump’s presidency impacts 
the next generation of workers

After a new tax bill was passed in January, 
Walmart gave away bonuses and raised its minimum 
hourly rate for employees. The company made these 
positive changes, though, on the same day they shut 
down 63 affiliate Sam’s Club stores.

With the end of President Donald Trump’s first 
year in office, many changes have been made, both 
beneficial and burdensome, that will affect the next 
generation of students entering the workforce. Among 
the most notable changes is a new tax bill that was 
passed at the beginning of 2018, which changed the 
corporate tax rate for businesses from 35 percent to 21 
percent, the lowest since 1939. 

This change has led to many major companies 
providing one-time bonuses as well as raising mini-
mum hourly wages. Among many companies to make 
salary changes and give bonuses were AT&T, who 
offered their employees a one-time bonus of $1,000; 
Comcast, who also gave a one-time bonus of $1,000; 
Fifth Third Bancorp, who raised its minimum hourly 
rate to $15; and Wells Fargo, who also raised their min-
imum hourly rate to $15. 

Another change in the new tax bill is the near dou-
bling of standard deductions, money that can be sub-
tracted from a person’s overall tax.

“The standard deduction increasing will save 
some money for young individuals going into the job 
market,” CHS history teacher Joe McCarty says, “be-
cause most young kids don’t have enough deductions 
to itemize.” 

Although many individuals, corporations and 
young adults could benefit, families could be hurt. 

“Before the Act, taxpayers subtracted $4,150 from 
income for each person claimed,” writes Kimberly 
Amadeo, president of worldmoneywatch.com and au-
thor of multiple economic books. “As a result, some 
families with many children will pay higher taxes de-
spite the act’s increased standard deductions.”

Another important legislative change that will 
impact the next generation of workers is an executive 
order passed by President Trump that allocates $200 
million each year to grant funds for the areas of sci-
ence, technology, engineering and math. 

“I think it’s very important that there’s funding 
there, but it has to be more than just funding,” CHS 
math teacher Juan Gomez says. “I personally have 
trouble understanding the let’s-just-give-$200-million, 
because $200 million is a drop in the bucket.”

While President Trump has passed an executive 
order that will supposedly help STEM students, he has 
also decreased reserve funding for the Pell Grant. This 
grant is a key source of support for mainly undergradu-
ate students looking to further their education. 

“Anything you can do to make college more suc-
cessful is a good idea,” lawyer and CHS history teach-
er Bill Schrier believes. 

The new budget bill has reduced reserve funds for 
the Pell Grant by 3.9 billion, but it is important to in-
clude that the Pell Grant Award has increased by $100 
for recipients. 

Another executive order signed by the president 
is one that expands apprenticeships in America. Ac-
cording to the order, “Expanding apprenticeships and 
reforming ineffective education and workforce devel-
opment programs will help address these issues, en-
abling more Americans to obtain relevant skills and 
high-paying jobs.” 

Among many other changes to impact future 
workers are the creation of 1.7 million new jobs from 
companies deciding to no longer operate offshore and 
the success of the stock market at an all-time high. 

When asked if Trump has had any effect on these 
changes, Schrier says, “It’s a fool’s errand to attribute 
economic change one way or another to any individu-
al, including the president.”

BY RYAN YOUNG, THE SANDPIPER staff member 
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Examining 2017: Trump, tweets and the environment
BY PASCALE MONTGOMERY, THE SANDPIPER staff member 

Updated 4:13 PM PT, Tues January 30, 2018 

From the appointment of Scott Pruitt as the head of the Environmental 
Protection Agency to withdrawal from the Paris Climate Agreement, it ap-
pears that President Donald Trump’s ideas for improving the country may 
not be promising for the planet, something that has been cause for concern 
for many citizens, scientists and nonprofits.

With the constant buzz of the news and negative articles about the 
president circulating, it is difficult for many to differentiate between fact 
and character attack. “When will our country stop wasting money on global 
warming and so many other truly ‘stupid’ things and begin to focus on low-
ering taxes,” Trump tweeted in 2014.  

Environmental issues used to be an important bipartisan matter, accord-
ing to Beth Pratt-Bergstrom, the California regional director for the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation.

“Nixon passed the Endangered Species Act, The Clean Air and Water 
Acts, while Ronald Reagan helped with protecting the mountain lions in 
California,” Pratt-Bergstrom says.

The political approach to environmental policy has shifted.
In order to bring back coal mining, the current administration is trying 

to dismantle the Clean Power Plan, signed by President Barack Obama to 
regulate fossil fuel emissions and take action on climate change.

“These regulations exist for a reason—to ensure the health and safety 
of the American people and to protect our environment—those are not bur-
densome reasons,” the NWF California regional director says.

Not just Trump is reversing older policies. The state department is dis-
cussing decreasing the regulations of offshore drilling, and the health of 
marine ecosystems could be at stake.

“The entire coast of the U.S. is threatened by this Administration’s ac-
tions,” says Katherine O’Dea, executive director of Save Our Shores, a lo-
cal organization founded to promote awareness, action and advocacy along 
Monterey Bay. “Opening up new areas for oil, gas and/or mineral explora-
tion threatens the health of our oceans and our coasts and all the species that 

depend on a marine ecosystem.”
One of the oldest environmental protection laws, designed to protect 

migrating birds, is being repealed, making it legal to kill even protected 
birds. This could involve serious setbacks in the monitoring and protection 
of these endangered and migrating animals.  

The current administration is also in the process of reducing several 
national monuments.  

“Trump recently cut the size of Utah’s national parks down in order 
to allow protected lands to be mined for fossil fuels,” Carmel High senior 
Kelly Rice notes. “If he were able to open his eyes, he would see that he’s 
incentivizing a dying industry that bases its entirety off a limited resource 
that requires unsustainable practices. He could be supporting other indus-
tries like renewable energy.”

The current administration has also decreased information about cli-
mate change on government websites available to the public.

“We were making really good progress for a while, but certain decisions 
that have occurred have really affected people’s views,” says Monterey Bay 
Aquarium volunteer Savannah Chappell, who has noticed that people visit-
ing the exhibits question the science of climate change. “Some people start 
to tell me that if Trump doesn’t believe it, so why should I believe it?”

According to AP Environmental Science teacher Jason Maas-Balwin, 
issues arise when people begin to question facts.

“Science is ‘what is,’ based on facts. Policy is what to do about it,” 
Maas-Baldwin says.

Differences in policy are healthy, Maas-Baldwin explains, but doubting 
scientific facts is risky. Regarding the future of the Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary, the future is still promising even with Trump’s looming 
opposition.     

“It is highly unlikely that this administration can do much to eliminate 
sanctuary status for the Monterey Bay,” O’Dea says.

With the increase in possible environmental threats from the current 
administration, more people have reached out to non-profits.

  

“In response to President Trump’s lack of support for the environment, 
a lot of people have donated to ensure that environmental nonprofits are able 
to continue their conservation work,” says Shay Hlavaty, Communications 
Associate for Save Our Shores.

On a more local level, there are various ways students can get involved 
in protecting the Marine Sanctuary and ensuring that their local ecosystems 
stay healthy and beautiful.

As Hlavaty says, “Overall, reducing your environmental impact on a 
daily basis makes a big difference for the Sanctuary.”

      SHOW COMMENTS

ter a crushing election and more on taking action and 
beginning to fight harder for what they believe in.

The crowd seemed more angry than sad, but just 
as united as last year’s march, and it’s clear that while 
the energy has shifted, the fire is still lit in the hearts of 
thousands of protesters across the country. 

This year’s marches also emphasized the importance 
of voting to help Democrat politicians gain more seats in 
Congress and continuing to be vocal about movements 
such as the #MeToo campaign and the #TimesUp cam-
paign, both of which gained attention and raised aware-
ness in 2017 and early 2018.

These protests came last year as a response to 
Trump’s openly sexist and racist comments, and the 
massive outcry following his election inspired many 
women to feel supported in coming forward regarding 
their experiences of sexism and harassment.

Carmel High School was represented at these 
marches. 

“I think that the marches enabled many people to 
realize, or be reminded, that they are not alone in their 
disgust and anger, and when people unite, we truly can 
effect change,” CHS English teacher Whitney Grum-
mon says. 

The initial marches accompany a flood of stories 
detailing sexual harassment and discrimination in Hol-
lywood and the worlds of journalism and politics, in-
cluding some against Trump himself when many wom-
en came forward and accused him of forcibly kissing 

and groping them without consent. Trump denied all of 
these allegations, calling the women liars and frequently 
tweeting personal attacks against them.

For many, the marches served as a reminder that 
there are like-minded individuals out there who are will-
ing to stand up against bigotry and sexism, and many de-
scribed the marches as an almost comforting experience. 

Senior Coral Barrett attended the San Francisco 
march both last year and this year, and she notes that 
while there was an aspect of fear in the midst of such 
political turmoil, the experiences were overall positive 
ones.

“I was surrounded by people who all had the same 
goals as I did, like a common goal for humanity,” Bar-
rett reflects.

Taking action seems to be the most prominent sen-
timent with everyone understanding that it is no longer 
enough to simply feel injustice. It is necessary to make 
a change on a personal level in order to affect things 
domestically and internationally. 

“A lot of people may go to the march, they may say 
something, but then they do nothing about it,” Barrett 
says. 

Women and men across the country agree with her, 
and it is clear that since Trump’s inauguration last year, 
passionate and angry citizens have only become more 
determined to make change. 

Women’s march
CONT. FROM 1

“These regulations exist for a reason—to ensure the health and safety of the 
American people and to protect our environment—those are not 
burdensome reasons,”

“The state department is discussing decreasing the regulations of
 offshore drilling, and the health of marine ecosystems could be at stake.”

“Trump recently cut the size of Utah’s national parks down in order to allow 
protected lands to be mined for fossil fuels,”

Noah Gorman, senior
“Trump’s ‘approach’ towards the environment is to ignore it and 
focus on an issue that is more suited to his knowledge and skill set.  
I would not call Trump’s actions towards environmental issues an 
approach of any merit whatsoever.” 

Savannah Chappell, sophomore 
“In terms of both environmental and social aspects, it is really set-
ting us back.”

photo by CORAL BARRETT

The San Francisco women’s march on Jan. 20 began at City Hall and marched down Market street.



CHS sophomore Emma Crabbe is 
currently participating in club volleyball 
for the seventh year in a row, this Crabbe’s 
first year participating on the Rage West-
side team.

Crabbe played for the Central Coast 
Volleyball Club for six years and CHS’ 
varsity team for two years. Over the past 
three years, she’s been her club team’s 
MVP, in addition to having won first place 
in four beach volleyball tournaments.

Because Rage Westside is based in 
Belmont, California, Crabbe must com-
mute two hours there and back in order to 
get to practice, which occurs three or four 
times a week.

“I’m stoked,” Crabbe says. “Our 
team is disgustingly good.”

On Jan. 13-14, Crabbe and the rest of 
the team played in the first tournament of 
the year, the CA Kickoff Tournament. The 
team went 8-0.

“It was so much fun,” the athlete 
says. “Our energy level was so high and 
we all wanted that win so badly.”

Rage Westside, one team among the 
larger Rage Volleyball Club, is coached 
by Jen Agresti, with Israel Ricardez and 
Chloe Goldman as the team’s assistant 
coaches. Ricardez is the lead coach for 
both the boys’ and girls’ varsity teams at 
CHS.

“Emma possesses a high volleyball 
IQ for the game,” Ricardez says. “Com-
ing from a volleyball family has allowed 
her to learn a lot about the game. Emma 
[also] has a relentless mindset. If she 
wants something, she will work as hard as 
she can and do whatever it takes to make 
it happen.”

During CHS’ 2017 season, Crabbe 
helped the team break several records. She 
was integral in ensuring the team made it 
to game three of CCS, a feat no other Car-
mel team had ever accomplished.

“I’m very proud of Emma’s growth as 
a player and a person over the last year,” 
Ricardez says.

The CHS sophomore also had the 
most assists of anyone on the team at 318, 
according to MaxPreps. In addition, she 
had the most aces of the team at 27.

“She’s very competitive,” says junior 
Kristin Cardinalli, varsity defense special-
ist and good friend of Crabbe’s. “It always 
keeps games and practices at a high level 
of energy. She is constantly pushing her-
self and others to be better.”

Crabbe plays setter on both the Car-
mel team and her club team, and defense 
specialist for Carmel. She’s played vol-
leyball since she was 4.

“I really love the competitiveness and 
pace that is necessary to play the game,” 
Crabbe says. “I’ve fallen in love with [the] 
sport. I enjoy playing it so much.”

The volleyball player cites her parents 
as her biggest supporters. Both David and 
Jung Crabbe are fervent volleyball fans as 
well. David coached Pacific Grove’s var-
sity team for 25 years, and Jung coached 
Carmel’s varsity team for 10 years. They 
supported Crabbe immensely by bring-
ing her to practices and tournaments and 
cheering at her games.

“Emma grew up in a high school gym 
from the time she was born,” David says.

Rage Westside has five more tourna-
ments, located in Salt Lake City, Denver, 
Las Vegas and Reno. After that, they will 
either move on to the National Qualifiers 
in Detroit or a tournament in Long Beach.
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Star volleyball player set up for killer club season
BY QUINN SPOONER

CLUB SPORTS 

Dynamic Eagles will soar over Pats in Super Bowl LII
BY LUKE FRANKLIN

OPINION

Two of the NFL’s top five 
defenses and offenses will bat-
tle it out in Minnesota for Su-
per Bowl 52, and with the way 
the Eagles are playing, Tom 
Brady will be thwarted from 
his sixth career ring. 

Who would’ve guessed? 
The New England Patriots are back in the Super Bowl 
for the fourth time in the last seven years and on Feb. 
4 will face the Philadelphia Eagles, who have been 
the underdog in both of their home playoff matchups 
against the Atlanta Falcons and Minnesota Vikings. 

As the NFL season progressed, fans saw a star 
blooming in front of their eyes in second-year Philly 
quarterback Carson Wentz. He not only had a strangle-
hold not the MVP race, but was also leading the Eagles 
to an almost assured Super Bowl berth. The former 
North Dakota State grad put up video game-like num-
bers of 3,296 yards, 33 TDs and only 7 picks. However, 
when the young QB suffered an ACL tear in Week 14, 
everybody’s faith in their Super Bowl chances was lost. 

Then came backup QB Nick Foles, who has shined 
of late by posting 598 yards in against the Falcons and 
Vikings. 

While dealing with key injuries all year long, 

Philly still finished with the 
third highest points per game 
on offense and the fourth least 
points given up on defense in 
the league. First team All-Pro 
defensive tackle Fletcher Cox 
anchored their beastly defen-
sive front and was the center-
piece of the best run defense in 
the NFL. 

While many will give 
Wentz the credit for the 
Eagles’ dynamic offense, 
people tend to overlook the 
elite offensive line, which 
ended up having three Pro-
Bowlers. Wentz also took 

advantage of his Pro-Bowl tight-end Zach Ertz, who 
had a breakout season with 824 yards and 8 TDs. 

The birds will definitely have their hands full in 
Super Bowl 52 against a Patriots front which was top 
10 in sacks per game. Many might think this will fluster 
backup QB Nick Foles, but he has shown great com-
posure, playing to a 122.1 rating through the playoffs 
against the league’s top defenses. Foles and co. will be 
playing with chips on their shoulders as the underdogs 
against the greatest quarterback of all time. 

The Patriots were the popular pick to win the 
championship at the start of this season and boasted a 
13-3 overall record, same as the Eagles. This was tied 
for the highest in the league, and allowed the two teams 
to be placed first seed in their respective conferences in 
the playoffs. 

Tom Brady did Tom Brady things once again this 
season, boasting over 4,500 passing yards along with 
32 TDs and just 8 picks. As the GOAT will look to 
shred the Eagles’ defense, Philly is playing lockdown 
D by holding opponents to a combined 17 points and 
QBs to a 75 rating during the postseason.

The last time these two teams squared off in the 
playoffs was in Super Bowl 39, with Brady’s Patriots 
just edging the Eagles 24-21, but this one will end up 
in a 24-21 victory for Foles’ squad. 

Sophomore Emma Crabbe sets the ball at Carmel’s final CCS game against 
Notre Dame at Scotts Valley High School.

photo by QUINN SPOONER
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Coel Mayer, a 2017 graduate of 
CHS, works to make a future out the 
photography and editing skills he learned 
while taking photography-related classes 
as a student in the Carmel school system.

Mayer took classes such as Photo 1, 
Photo 2 and Advanced Placement Stu-
dio Art: 2D during his time at CHS, and 
he attributes his ability to crop, edit and 
Photoshop to CHS photo/graphic design 
teacher Holly Lederle.

“Coel is extremely self-motivated,” 
Lederle says. “He was always looking 

for more, always looking for more op-
portunities, always looking for more 
galleries to present his work, and he was 
always putting himself out there.”

Mayer’s love for photography came 
even earlier than high school, becoming 
apparent when Carmel Middle School’s 
science teacher Patrick Stadille handed 
out cameras for his sixth grade Nature 
Studies class.

“He was the first person to really put 
a camera in my hand,” Mayer reveals. 
“You could just go around and take pic-

tures for [the time] you were in 
that class, and that’s when I really 
fell in love with photography.”

Since the beginning, Mayer 
has strictly been a macro pho-
tographer, a photographer who 
specializes in taking close-up 
pictures of everyday objects, be-
cause he appreciates how it sets 
him apart from other people who 
practice photography for fun rath-
er than for a future.

“Some people say it’s really 
easy to go and take a picture of 
a ladybug on a leaf,” Mayer ex-
plains. “But if you actually look 
into it, you’re taking a picture 
that’s so small it can be ruined by 
wind current or any kind of move-
ment. I try to see stuff that most 
don’t usually seem to take pic-
tures of. You take a macro photo 

[and a normal photo], and 
pictures will be completely 
different.”

Mayer first met Steve 
Zmak, a local fine arts pho-
tographer known for taking 
landscape and wedding pho-
tos across Monterey County, 
during the summer of his 
eighth grade year. Mayer be-
gan working with Zmak and 
attending his classes at the 
Lyceum Digital Camp, a digi-
tal photo camp for those with 
an appreciation for the digi-
tal arts; the next year Mayer 
worked alongside Zmak 
teaching younger kids how to 
take proper digital photos just 
like a professional. 

According to Zmak, 
Coel might has well have 
been a professional. 

“[Coel] was shoot-
ing ahead of years,” Zmak 
insists. “I hadn’t reached 
Coel’s expertise until I was 
30 years old. Coel is a natural 
leader, confident yet eager to 
learn, very friendly, helpful 
and passionate about his craft—all the 
makings of a success story in any field.”

Since graduating, Coel Mayer has 
been taking more photography classes at 
Monterey Peninsula College in order to 

increase his knowledge of the art. He is 
intent on having a future business sur-
rounding his photography in the future, 
but until then he will keep taking pic-
tures and doing what he loves.

CHS alum pictures future photography business
BY GABE MARTIN

Coel Mayer’s macro photography zooms in to show 
life at its closest. 

photo by COEL MAYER
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The best time of the 
year has finally come, the 
time when there is no shame 
in binge-watching the best 
movies from the year while 
eating Junior Mints and Re-
ese’s Pieces to prepare for the 
Academy Awards. 

This year’s films have 
created a challenging decision for the winner of best 
picture. “The Disaster Artist,” an undoubtedly incred-
ible film, was not nominated for Best Picture solely 
because James Franco is now involved in another Hol-
lywood scandal. “The Post” also focuses on current 
issues, but the film places itself in a positive light by 
focusing on freedom of the press, which goes hand in 
hand with issues surrounding President Trump. 

“Call Me by Your Name” contains many intriguing 
scenes, most of which include reading, writing music, 
playing piano, swimming, sleeping, reading some more 
and the occasional nap. 

“Phantom Thread” is a 2 hour, 10 minute movie 
that feels like four years of a boring, repetitive life. I 
walked out of the movie theater feeling like a tired, 

grumpy old woman. Somehow this 
movie was nominated for six Oscars, 
but I have a hunch that the academy 
members all felt bad for falling asleep 
during the movie so they put it up for 
best picture to make up for it. 

“Dunkirk” depicts the famous 
World War II battle. There is beauti-
ful cinematography, showing a pilot’s 
perspective of the ocean and multiple 
underwater shots that take your breath 
away. That being said, it is one of the 
most stressful movies you will ever 
see, and I recommend it if you feel 
like having an anxiety attack. There 
is a constant ticking noise that plays 
throughout the movie that could put 
the calmest person on edge.

“Darkest Hour” is another movie 
about WWII and, truthfully, should 
have been combined into “Dunkirk” because both of 
the movies are about the same event and both are much 
too long. The only difference is that “Darkest Hour” 
sees the situation from a political point of view while 
“Dunkirk” is from the soldiers’ point of view. 

“Get Out” is a thriller/comedy that has gotten 
much attention from the media, but I 
still do not believe it has a shot at win-
ning for the sole reason that thrillers 
are traditionally very unlikely to win 
best picture. It is an extremely rare oc-
currence, and the first and only thriller 
to ever win best picture was “Silence 
of the Lambs” in 1992. 

“Ladybird” was nominated for 
four Golden Globes and won two, for 
Best Motion Picture Musical or Com-
edy and Best Actress in a Comedy 
(Saoirse Ronan). I expected this film 
to be extremely boring, but despite 
the simple plot of a girl growing up in 
Sacramento, it was surprisingly good. 
This movie is relaxing and funny, but 
also sad. In a way it is like “Breakfast 
at Tiffany’s”: There is a simple plot 
but the acting and music is so well 
done that it turns the movie into a fa-

vorite. 
“The Shape of Water” is a fantastic movie, nomi-

nated for 13 Oscars and seven Golden Globes and win-
ning two of the latter for Best Director and Best Origi-
nal Score. This movie is a beautiful, creative love story 
that shows potential for winning Best Picture by giving 
off a powerful message regarding communication. 

“The Post” is my second predicted winner, as it 
is parallel to the issues we are currently having today 
with President Trump attempting to silence the press. 
“The Post” was nominated for six Golden Globes, but 
did not win any; however, the currency of the mes-
sages in the film leads me to believe it has a shot at 
winning Best Picture. The movie is easy to follow and 
goes from fact to fact with amazing acting from Meryl 
Streep and Tom Hanks. 

“Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri” is 
my predicted Best Picture winner for the 2018 Acad-
emy Awards. This film was nominated for six Golden 
Globes and ended up winning four. It won Best Motion 
Picture Drama, Best Actress in a Drama for Frances 
McDormand, Best Supporting Actor for Sam Rock-
well, and Best Screenplay of a Motion Picture. The film 
kept me on my toes throughout, for it is unpredictable 
in an exciting but tragic way.

Intense dramas stand out among Academy’s Best Pictures 
BY ASHA JOHNSTON 

PREDICTIONS

courtesy of FOCUS FEATURES

“The Phantom Thread’s” Daniel Day-Lewis and Vicky Krieps’ 
characters share breakfast together right after getting engaged.

Actress Francis McDormand has been nominated for Best Actress for 
her role in “Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri,” where she 
advocates for her deceased daughter.

courtesy of FOX SEARCHLIGHT 
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Spoiler alert: ‘The Last Jedi’ receives biting criticism
BY JACK CORDELL

On Dec. 14, eagerly awaiting nerds 
and geeks of all sorts found themselves 
waiting in lines at their local theaters to 
see the premiere of the brand-new “Star 
Wars” blockbuster, “The Last Jedi.” 
Though fans may have entered the the-
ater with smiles on their faces, an ab-
normally large number of fans left the 
theater with bitter opinions of the long-
awaited sequel to “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens.”

Rotten Tomatoes’ Tomatometer 
cites critics having a 90 percent approv-
al rating for the movie, signifying high 
critical praise for the new installment. 
The Audience Score, however, shows 
that fans had quite different opinions 
with a jaw-dropping 49 percent approval 
rating. 

As expected, movies cannot please 
every single person. Regardless of the 
caliber of the film, some people will 
hate it while some people will love it. 
This is no different for “The Last Jedi.” 

Strangely enough, most critics loved the 
movie while a large faction of fans found 
it lacking. 

“I did not like the new movie,” CHS 
junior Ryan Ricupero says. “It was prob-
ably the worst one, or at least one of the 
worst in terms of assembling the plot. I 
think director Rian Johnson could have 
put more time into [the story]. There 
were just a lot of obvious plot holes.”

“I’m happy that I got a new ‘Star 
Wars’ movie, but I just feel disappointed 
[because] it could have been handled in 
a much better way,” senior Aidan Wes-
terman says. “I don’t hate the movie, I 
just hate how the story was handled so 
poorly. The entire idea of letting Leia 
die peacefully floating [in space] was 
wasted.”

However, the divisive nature of 
“The Last Jedi” meant that certain fans 
found the movie to be amazing. 

“I liked it,” English teacher Hans 
Schmidt says. “The best part is where 
the Jedi Order was exposed for their hu-
bris. Luke’s thing about the Jedi being 

too arrogant to notice Palpatine being 
right under their noses was a poignant 
moment. All in all, I really did like it.”

History and social studies teacher 
Brent Silva claims to have entered the 
theater without any expectations, which 
may have led to his enjoyment. 

“I think the reason why people have 
so many problems with the new movie is 
that people have so much built up from 
the previous movies,” Silva says. 

Forbes writer and film critic Scott 
Mendelson believes that people may 
have disliked the movie solely because 
they believe director Rian Johnson pur-
posefully mocked the questions the fans 
speculated about after “The Force Awak-
ens” by essentially ignoring them.

Mendelson adds that, for better or 
for worse, female characters were shown 
as the saviors while the male characters 
were shown as fools.

“All of the male characters seem 
like problems, and [they] contribute in 
no real way to the story,” junior Ben Ai-
rola says. “This is shown by Poe Dam-

eron, whose futile efforts to save the 
resistance were almost entirely reversed 
by Rose Tico, sacrificing herself in the 
process. This is also evident in Luke’s 
limited effort in actually helping Rey, 
often times being more scared than pro-
ductive.”

Females as strong characters is a 
part of the progressive nature of the film, 
shown in the attempt to diversify cast 
members in terms of gender and race.

Junior Liz McRae believes that this 
movement to diversify the cast is a step 
in the right direction for Hollywood.

“With ‘The Force Awakens’ and 
now ‘The Last Jedi,’ minorities have 
been given quality roles,” McRae says. 
“The roles of Finn, Rose and Poe are su-
per important because these characters 
are some of the first portrayed by people 
of color in such a big franchise like ‘Star 
Wars,’ and it just goes to show how Hol-
lywood is changing for the better.”

MOVIES

“I thought the new movie was pretty good, maybe a bit too long 
and drawn out. It felt like it lacked a final battle scene.” 
Rating: 4/5

Kevin Buran
science teacher

Top Critic

“It was good, but it was definitely not the best.”
Ranting: 4/5

Charlie DeLapa 
junior

Top Critic

“That Leia-superman scene in space was really 
bad. I was shook.”
Rating: 4/5

Clementine Chamberlain 
junior

Top Critic

“It wasn’t terrible. It was a harmless movie, and I guess I liked it.”
Rating: 2/5

Christian Ryan-Trejo
freshman
Top Critic
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Peter picks a pair of precariously plotted paperbacks 
REVIEW

BY PETER ELLISON 

This debut fantasy thrill-
er from Brian McClellan and 
Orbit Books, clocking in at 
545 pages, marks the begin-
ning of an intriguing series 
set in the new genre of Napo-
leonic Fantasy. 

“Promise of Blood” be-
gins with main character Tamas overthrowing the cor-
rupt king of a country that resembles pre-revolutionary 
France. However, a rogue member of the new govern-
ment and the impending invasion by a foreign power 
leaves no rest for our heroes. 

The easiest way to describe the setting is French 
Revolution with magic. Out of this fairly cliché prem-
ise two subplots emerge: a war campaign and a mys-
tery, both wholly original to make the book a very fun 
read. 

But as I read this book, I came to the conclusion 
that this was a poorly written book. I also concluded 

that I didn’t care. While the prose isn’t anything to 
write home about, the fast-paced action and extremely 
well-thought-out world and setting easily make up for 
this deficiency. 

I’m a sucker for good world-building, and “Prom-
ise of Blood” delivers. A central part of the plot is the 
conflict between the Powder Mages and the powerful 
Privileged Sorcerers. The magic systems for the Pow-
der Mages blend perfectly into the setting. While the 
Privileged Sorcerers are more traditional wizard fig-
ures, they have rich lore that still makes them interest-
ing. 

If you’re looking for the perfect book, keep look-
ing—you’re not going to find it—but if you’re looking 
for a masterfully planned and fun adventure, “Promise 
of Blood” is the book for you.

Originally published in 2006 but only recently 
translated from Chinese, this 396-paged Hugo Award-
winning novel written by Cixin Liu and published by 
Tom Doherty Associates takes a standard ‘first contact’ 
story and turns it into something completely new. 

“The Three-Body Problem” follows Wang Miao, 
a Chinese scientist, as he is pulled into a government 
investigation looking into a rash of high-profile scien-
tists committing suicide. It appears that someone or 
something has been tampering with their research. As 
Wang dives deeper into the investigation, he discovers 
a bizarre virtual reality simulation posing a seemingly 
impossible question. Thread by thread, Wang unravels 
the mystery until the truth is discovered. 

This book is genuinely brilliant. It perfectly cre-
ates the sense of wonder that fiction tries to capture. It 
incorporates new technology into an old mystery style 
that really makes it unique. Additionally, it is set in both 
the Chinese Cultural Revolution as well as the modern 
day, creating a synthesis between past and present that 
lends the book terrible plausibility. 

My one complaint is also what I love about it. This 
book is written by a scientist for scientists, and as such, 
it doesn’t hold back in any way with fairly compli-
cated scientific and mathematical ideas. For reference, 
the very title and a major part of the story references 
a mathematical conundrum deemed unsolvable in the 
19th century. This could make the book a little boring 
for someone without an interest in math or science. 

Most importantly, “The Three-Body Problem” 
prompts real thought. It focuses on the question of 
whether humans actually deserve what they have. 

Harrison Herendeen Hill
sophomore

Filip Zacek
senior

1. What’s your favorite part of school?
2. On a scale of 1-10, how stressful is school?

3. What’s your most stressful class?
4. Name two things you would want to do on your perfect day.

5. What are you looking forward to in the future?

Addy Carley
sophomore

1.hanging out with friends 
2. 9
3. Integrated Math 2
4. sleep, play video games 
5. seeing my friends after 
college

1. leaving
2. 10
3. Study Hall
4. When you lose 1 v. 1 to 
Eddie G so you have to 
throw a fat rager
5. college

1. lunch in DePalatis’ room 
with the gang
2. 7
3. AP Biology
4. hang out with friends and visit 
a cool place
5. genetic engineering

Sophia Collins
senior

1. learning new things and find-
ing new solutions to problems
2. 7
3. AP Calc AB
4.  sleep and get pizza
5. graduating

Q  &  A  Q  &  A  Q  &  A  Q  &  A  Q  &  A

Q U E S T I O N S



“Hey!” frontman Tyler Dawn yells as he sits cross-
legged with a vintage tobacco-sunburst Stratocaster 
flipped upside down in his hands—without a lefty gui-
tar in sight, local band The Ajimas have to make do 
with what they have. “Let’s go! Let’s get to work!”

The members of The Ajimas begin their rehearsal 
in their soundproof living room, each homemade panel 
boasting drawings and graphic graffiti done by band 
members and close friends. The smell of fried vegeta-
bles and fresh rice fills the air as they begin to work on 
their latest song, “The French Connection.”

The Ajimas are a dedicated five-piece band with a 
strong passion for music. Each member brings a unique 
style to the music that gives it some extra flare.

Dawn is an atypical front man. Though his looks 
may be deceiving, the short, portly singer boasts loads 
of charisma and stage presence—Dawn is heavily in-
fluenced by the music of David Bowie, James Brown 
and Cage the Elephant frontman Matt Shultz.

According to drummer Steven Olivares, his own 
skill as a drummer significantly improved after he start-
ed to play for The Ajimas. His hard work shows in his 
smooth, but invasive drumming style. The band jokes 
that Olivares breaks more sticks than any other drum-
mer they know. Guitarist Simon Stewart is a longtime 
friend of Dawn, so he was brought into the fold to fill 
out the sound and add a cutting lead guitar. Stewart’s 
playing can range from the ultra-complicated soloing 
to the smoothest rhythmic part. Bassist Emily Muller-
Foster came from the Shigs, a now-defunct all-girls 
rock band.

“When I first joined, everything was new to me,” 
Muller-Foster says about her integration into the band. 
“I’ve played upright bass through school and had a bit 
of experience in other bands playing electric. Coming 
into this was like a different world, and it’s amazing.”

Austin Perkins complements the band’s sound by 
adding very warm, ‘60s-esque rhythm section with his 
hollow-body guitar. His height and built figure make 

him an imposing char-
acter, but his playing 
lets a lot of his per-
sonality through. Both 
he and his sound are 
unique, adding to the 
band’s overall sound 
and dedication.

“If I don’t play 
music for any kind of 
period of time, I go in-
sane!” the anguished 
rhythm guitarist says. 
“Like, ‘Oh God, I gotta 
do something!’”

Three of the band’s 
songs are currently 
available on Spotify. 
Dawn’s mixing skills 
give The Ajimas a 
genuinely homegrown 
feeling—the sound 
isn’t overbearing, but it 
is intricate.

“Our goal is to keep everything DIY and kind of 
stray away from the label stereotypes,” Dawn says 
about their home recording studio. “We strive for vibe 
over everything else.”

Stewarts and Perkins switching off between rhythm 
and lead parts give the band an original style. The two 
guitarists can make a sound that is both complicated 
and interesting, yet very accessible and catchy.  

The band was born from the ashes of notable Mon-
terey Peninsula Slack, which included Dawn on vocals 
and Perkins on bass with Carmel High alumnus Nigel 
Hardy on guitar and Patrick Murphy on drums. When 
Slack broke up, Perkins and Dawn came together to 
form a new project. After finding Stewart, Olivares and 
Muller-Foster, the band’s line-up was official.

The Ajimas have an instantly recognizable sound 
that plays well live, matching the sound in their record-

ing. It’s a warm but somewhat dark tone that gives hints 
of the band’s inspirations.

Collectively, the band cites The Beatles, The 
Smiths and The Strokes as bases for the sound they’ve 
created, while also drawing from contemporary artist 
like The Growlers and Mac DeMarco

The tracks “909” and “Let Me Down” have accom-
panying music videos on the band’s YouTube channel, 
“The Ajimas.”

The video for “Let Me Down” showcases the 
band’s multi-purpose house, splicing scenes of them 
practicing with recordings from the many house parties 
they play in the packed Marina music den. 

“It’s not about the music anymore, it’s about the 
partying,” Stewart jokes about the lifestyle that’s pre-
sented in the video. “Our souls are dead.”

The Ajimas have plans for many more releases 
with a show planned for the near future.

 FEBRUARY 2018 17 ENTERTAINMENTwww.thesandpiper.org

Marina’s Ajimas in home studio crafting alt-rock  
BY ARCHER MICHAELS

MUSIC

The Ajimas are composed of drummer Steven Olivares, lead guitarist Simion Stew-
art, rhythm guitarist Austin Perkins, lead singer Tyler Dawn and bassist Emily 
Muller-Foster (left to right).

photo by @5hts copy

Playlist of the Month
New Year’s has come and gone. Winter is slowly leaving us, 

and school is once more kicking into gear. Seniors, this is our final 
stretch; we got this, guys. This month I’m serving up some fine tunes 
that you can enjoy in the brisk air of the season. First, we have a 
personal favorite of mine: “Caribou” by the Pixies. This song is sure 
to please the ears and make you reflect pensively. Next we have an 
oldie, but goodie by Felt. Their song “World” starts quite strangely, 
but turns into a jamming rock epic. We then have a bit of an odd 
ball by experimental hip-hop group Death Grips entitled “Get Got.” 
The song comes from their sophomore effort entitled “The Money 
Store.” The song is well produced and a kicking dance jam; you’re 
gonna want some room to dance for this one. Now we’re gonna 
turn it down for these last three songs—take it easy. We kick of our 
last stretch of our playlist with “Paint It Black” by The Rolling Stones. 
We then take it all the way down to indie town with “Easter” by The 
Prize Fighter Inferno. “Easter” is a soft acoustic song that will lull you 
into a dreamy sleep with twisting, turning and melodic guitar riffs. 
And finally is an acoustic version of the Deftones’ “Change (In the 
House of Flies).” This piece of music is as intense as it is complicated 
and interesting. That is all February holds for us, my dear listener. Till 
next time. Cheers. - DJ Archer Michaels
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On Dec. 29, Carmel High School AP 
Environmental Science teacher Jason Maas-
Baldwin and his wife welcomed their third 
child, August Garland, into the world. The 
APES teacher willingly and voluntarily did 
so, even though he is cognizant of the fact 
the human life contributes to massive carbon 
emission.

Maas-Baldwin tells students early in the 
school year about their carbon footprint, a cal-
culation of the impact of one person on the 
Earth. Factors include transportation, diet and 
housing. It does not take into account, how-
ever, the creation of a whole nother footprint.

According to a 2008 study by the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, the average 
American contributes 20 metric tons of carbon 
to the atmosphere every year. By creating a 
human person projected to grow into an aver-
age American, Maas-Baldwin has essentially 
doubled his impact. Based on these estimates 
and the Global Carbon Budget of 2013, it can 
be inferred that the beloved APES teacher can 
be faulted for one millionth of yearly carbon 
emissions.

Maas-Baldwin is well aware of the an-
thropogenic effects on climate change, and 
has struggled with the moral dilemma of caus-

ing the inevitable destruction of our planet. 
Should APES teachers be allowed to have 

children? The jury is still out.
“I just really don’t know if I can ethically 

have kids or not,” Maas-Baldwin queries*. “I 
was struggling with that a lot in the months 
leading up to Gus’ birth.”

Based on the doctrine “practice what you 
preach,” it is the goal of all APES teachers to 
help heal the environment. Maas-Baldwin is 
known for his environmentally charitable ac-
tions, such as his participation in the removal 
of the San Clemente Dam in 2016. By father-
ing a third child, the hiking enthusiast has 
contradicted his message, which has led to 
severe distress for some students.

“What am I even supposed to believe 
anymore!” angst-ridden senior Jack Johnston 
says. “Is the climate changing? Does the phos-
phorus cycle lack an atmospheric component? 
It’s all up in the air.”

The Sandpiper reached out to August 
Maas-Baldwin, but the infant was not avail-
able for comment.

*The quotes and ethical dilemmas fea-
tured in this article are fictional. The Carmel 
Sandpiper staff extends its sincerest congratu-
lations to Jason Maas-Baldwin and Lannis 
Enriques on their son’s birth.

Environmental science teacher welcomes third child 
despite knowing ecological ramifications

ECOLOGY

BY ALEX POLETTI

photo by Lannis Enriques

August Garland Maas-Baldwin with big brother Arlo.

About the author: James Delehanty 
is a proud graduate of the Mike Pal-
shaw Teacher’s Assistant program 
at CHS. He shares his newfound 
wisdom with the public. Enjoy. 

This premier protest of the year besieges the preposterously untimely 
time that this school commences each day. Might I propose the novel and 
groundbreaking suggestion that sleep can sometimes be of benefit to both 
the students and the school, that possibly our performance might be hin-
dered by barely hanging onto consciousness during a first period final, 
that our brains only deteriorate further as assignments intrude later into 
the night? If established scientific findings are any indication, starting at 
a time that permits sleep should be a sensible act. Yet, while major public 
institutions more than double our size have switched to progressively later 
start times, our quaint school has stuck to its dogma. I speculate why that 
is (cough-football-cough). Now, I’m no fan of sports dictating the steps 
of a school, and even less so of said sports 
draining funding from learning, but by 
goodness, let’s get some lights on the field! 
Forgo the new Chromebooks for incoming 
freshman, freeze school-financed field trips 
for while, but please find enough funding to 
build some lights. Don’t make the students 
suffer in the frigidity of a winter daybreak 
while the immortal athletes trample through 
the afternoon. It’s no stupefaction the flu 
floods our institution when sauntering to 
school implies certain exposure to battering 
elements. I’m only intimating at the idea of 
nudging the time back, but if it prevents the 
flu from reaching my nose, then it should be 
more than simple suggestion. 

James rants: 
Evidently people 
still want to hear 
this kid complain 
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VAPA teachers realize gravity of task, work to let student stars shine 
CAMPUS

BY TAYLOR DESMOND

As Concert Band takes off on the marching soundtrack of “Star Wars,” art stu-
dents fly TIE fighters and Millennium Falcons through the audience alongside vi-
brant space photography backdrops.

The Jan. 24 Visual and Performing Arts Show effectively showed the talent 
Carmel High students have developed throughout first semester. CHS’ teachers 
planned for the event through a spectrum of preparation, with some teachers jump-
ing right into their contributions to the show from the beginning of the school year 
and others beginning only a couple weeks before the event occurred.

“VAPA is probably one of my favorite things to do, but it ends up being by far 
the most stressful,” choir instructor Thomas Lehmkuhl says.

Even though the massive murals behind a full orchestra were built without the 
Art 1 class, departments such as art teacher Steven Russell’s were able to start early 
in the school year in order to accommodate time for students to be able to finish their 
projects. 

“We started in October,” Russell says. 
Other departments such as music were restricted from doing so because of the 

many concerts to prep for instead, including the annual winter concert that took 
place only two school weeks before the VAPA Show. 

“It really changed quite a bit from our original discussion,” says Band and Digi-
tal Music teacher Brian Handley. 

However, starting early in the school year isn’t a luxury for many teachers. 
Along with Concert Band, drama must work with student memorization and incor-
porating as many students as possible.

“Keep in mind, students also have a ton of other commitments to deal with, so 
any extra demands are tricky and time-consuming,” drama teacher Gracie Poletti 
says.

Paired with their first-semester class final of putting on a production of several 
plays in a short amount of time, the students find themselves in back-to-back with 
performances, pulling together a show that would typically take about a month to 
prepare.

“It’s hard because something that might be great for visual artists might not 
transpose as much as it does from visual art to music,” dance instructor Kristine 
Tarozzi says. “So sometimes it’s tricky to find a theme.”

Hours of work was put into creating animations, and many students such as 
Luke DePalatis took the lead in pulling all of the loose strings together as well. 

Even with all of the moving cogs and partnerships between the large groups 
of people in different classes, the Visual and Performing Arts departments pulled 
together a show which filled the theater and received a standing ovation.

Junior Austin Teague and sophomore Edan Gardner (from left) transformed 
into Greedo and Han Solo in the dramatic adaptation of the cantina scene in a 
Shakespeare-Star Wars hybrid.

As MCs for the VAPA show, seniors Alex Poletti and TJ Sullinger left the 
audience erupting into fits of laughter with various space puns.

photo by QUINN SPOONER

photo by QUINN SPOONER
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HOROSCOPES
Aquarius: January 20 - February 19 
So, if our calculations are correct, you recently had 
a birthday, or you are expecting one in the near fu-
ture. Mazel tov! You survived this world for another 
year, kid. Go out and buy yourself something nice. 
If we may make a suggestion? A pineapple perhaps? 

Pisces: February 19 - March 19
Doing something nice for someone this month will 
do wonders for your karma and your skin, but 
that’s beside the point. Maybe take a Gemini out to 
lunch. The two of you will have a grand time, and 
Gemini could use a little pick-me-up lately.

Aries: March 20 - April 20
Your fiery nature will come in handy this winter sea-
son, as the warmth in your heart keeps your friends 
around you toasty. Just kidding. It’s like 60 degrees 
out every day, and you are probably considered the 
mean one of your friend group. 

Taurus: April 21 - May 21
There’s a four percent chance that this month will 
treat you well. Go with your odds on this one and 
just take a sick day—or month. We can’t all be win-
ners, Taurus. 

Gemini: May 22 - June 22
Don’t trust the Pisces in your life. If they invite you 
to lunch, come prepared with, like, an ax or some-
thing. The Pisces are a suspicious bunch. They’re 
plotting against you. Be careful out there, Gemini. 

Cancer: June 23 - July 23
You know what, Cancer? Your birthday falls dead 
in the middle of the summer. I bet you’ve NEVER 
heard Becky G, or anyone else for that matter, read 
it aloud on your fateful day. Bask in the comfort of 
this consistent disappointment. It’s best to get used 
to it now.

Leo: July 24 - August 24
INVEST STOCK INTO A MINIATURE HORSE 
SCULPTURE POP-UP SHOP.  You’ve been ad-
vised.

Virgo: August 24 - September 22
Loving Virgo, the sale at Target on peanut butter 
M&Ms is calling your name this month. You’ve told 
yourself you needed to resist the urge, but you’ve 
been so good this week. Take this opportunity for 
some “me time.” 

Libra: September 23 - October 22
Take a second and think about your outfit today. 
How much hummingbird paraphernalia does it in-
volve? Not enough, if you ask the stars. Your new 
lucky-winged-animal-you-never-knew-you-had will 
come in handy this month.

Scorpio: October 23 - November 21
Imagine you’re a sandwich. Are you the kind of 
sandwich that everyone hopes their mom packed 
for them in their lunch, or are you the kind of sand-
wich that gets left behind in the amphitheater? If 
you’re the latter, rethink some things. It may be 
time to add a little metaphorical avocado to your 
sandwich of a life. 

Sagittarius: November 22 - December 21 
Here’s a tip for you: Go fountain hopping. Kick off 
your shoes and go stomp around in a fountain. It’s 
soothing for the mind and body. 

Capricorn: December 22 - January 19
To whom it may concern: The shirt you are cur-
rently wearing needs to be incinerated. Yours truly, 
those with eyes. 

Jake Pereles
Poseidon’s Paintbrush

Luke DePalatis
Phoenix

Paige Hartley
Bella 

CHS students grab the 
gold at the Scholastic 

Art Competiiton

From 300,00 works submitted to The 
Scholastic Art and Writing Competition, 
Carmel High School students shined. 

Gold key winners: 
Jasmine Bauer, Stephanie 
Gutierrez, Paige Hartley,  
Grace Heidtke, Marc Del Toro, 
Luke DePalatis, John Pomeroy, 
Mia Poletti, Jake Pereles, Noah 
Rogacion, Eric Wahl


